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Voices  from “A” Yard   

“Convicts  Reaching Out To People”   

 
By Jerimichael  Cooley,  V -90510      
 

Convicts  Reaching  Out  to  People  (CROP) is  a  

y o u th  m e n t o r i n g  pr o g r a m ,  w h i ch  u s es  

cognit ive  behaviora l  therapy.  The purpose  of  

the program is  to share our  stor ies  with  at - r isk  

youth and help  encourage better  decis ion -

ma k ing .  O ur  pro g r a m e mpha s i z es  pa s t  

mistakes  and how those  bad decis ions  led  to  

our  incarcerat ion.  CROP, in  turn,  he lps  the  

youth learn  how they can avoid  making  the 

same decis ions  and then helps  them by  pos it ive  

a f f irmation of  what  they  can  become i f  they 

only  make the r ight  decis ions .  We help  teach 

youth that  they are  not  a lone in  their  

exper iences  or  pressures  and help  provide them 

with  the ski l l s  to  posit ively  reso lve d if f icul t  

l i f e  decis ions .  We g ive our  messages  then 

convey to  the youth how we would  have done  

it  d i f ferent ly .  The pos it ive  a f f irmations ,  

exper ience ,  and our  compass ion for  the youth 

are  centra l  themes  of  the exper ience .   

 

The program is  intense.  The tra in ing  is  both  

physica l ly  and mental ly  exhaust ing  and 

takes  its  to l l  on  each  member.  The members  

are  a l l  d irected to  write  out  their  l i f e  story  

through a  th irteen -quest ion format.  This  

format  is  geared to  e l ic it  the most  personal  

information of  past  traumas.  Where d id  you go  

wrong? Was it  family  or  f r iends?  What  was  

your  cata lyst  or  wrong decis ion  that  put  you 

on th is  path  to  pr ison? This  i s  very  emotional  

and opens  o ld  traumas for  members  so  they 

can not  only  share  their  truths  but  a lso  hea l  

o ld  wounds.  Then the members  are  required  to 

memorize  their  l i f e  test imony.  After  th is  

test imony is  mastered  and goes  through the 

process  o f  cr it ique,  then the member  is  a l lowed 

the pr iv i lege  to  share  their  test imony with  the 

youth.  Al l  o f  those  who have been involved 

with  the program have excla imed that  th is  i s  

by far the most  s incere  program that  they 

have ever  witnessed.   

Words  Uncaged at  LIT LIT   

By Lizette  Torib io  

Just  as  the summer heat  was  start ing  to  get  

HOT in  Los  Angeles ,  so  was  Words  Uncaged 

gett ing  ready for  The Litt le  Literary  Fair .   

The two-day book fa ir  took place  at  Hauser 

Wirth  Gal lery  in  the Los  Angeles  Arts  Distr ict  

over  the weekend of  July  20 th  and 21 st.  A  quick 

search  for  the event  page on Hauser  Wirth’s  

website  reads ,  “LIT LIT br ings  together  the 

eclect ic  contemporary in  publ ish ing,  creat ing  

a  un iq u e  o p po r tu n i t y  fo r  in de p en de nt 

publ ishers  to  o ffer  a  range of  books,  while  

shar ing  their  miss ion,”  and Words  Uncaged 

was r ight  at  the center  o f  i t .   

When Dr.  Roy f irst  informed some organiz ing 

team members  were  part ic ipat ing  in  LIT LIT,  

we knew we wanted to  do something  special .  

Jose  (a  graduate  students  whose works  you 

might’ve read in  the previous  newsletters )  

came up  with  the idea  for  us  to  se l f -publ ish  a  

Zine that  would a l lows us  to  showcase  more of  

the work f rom the Words  Uncaged crew in 
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Eric  Genuis ,   

Contemporary Class ical   

 
By Robert  Mosley 

 

“If  you want  to  know the mental ity  of  a  

nat ion,  let  me hear  thei r  music  (Confucius) .”  

“If  you want  to  govern a  nat ion,  govern their  

music  (Plato) .”  

 

These  quotes  were  revea led  to  an audience of  

approximately  120  inmates  o f  CSP -LAC on 

June 24 ,  2019,  by Mr.  Eric  Genuis .  Mr.  Genuis ,  

a  former  physics  instructor  now turned 

profess ional  p ianist  and composer  arr ived at 

CSP-Lac Faci l i ty -A to  provide the inmate 

populat ion with  an opportunity  to  hear  music  

other  than the contemporary genre  of  h ip -hop.  

Genuis ’  performance uses  a  Roland EP -80  

Keyboard,  and he is  accompanied by two other 

music ians  –  Valer ie ,  an  except ional  v io l in ist  

and Apri l ,  a  superb vocal ist .  Genuis  expressed 

h is  intent  to  contr ibute  to  the extens ive 

l ibrary of  music  and instant  downloading  by 

inst i l l ing  hope,  joy  and encouragement  to  

l i s t e n e r s ,  t h r o u g h  h i s  c l a s s i c a l  m u s i c  

performances .  He began this  journey,  of  

musica l  performances ,  over  30  years  ago .  Mr.  

Genuis  performs in  many system impacted 

environments  throughout  the world  and 

cont inues  to  have success  evoking  the h idden,  

but  appreciat ive,  empathy and compass ion of  

l i s teners .  After  the performance of  each piece,  

Genuis  takes  t ime to  answer  quest ions  f rom the 

audience.  When asked of  whom he enjoys  

l i s tening? Eric  Genuis ’  expresses  h is  greater  

pleasure  comes  f rom Rhamananoff .  However ,  

he  now prefers  staying  focused,  l i s tening  and 

writ ing  h is  own composit ions .  He  did  mentio n 

he would  enjoy having  a  “rapper”  perform 

with h im and his  music ,  and encourages  anyone  

with  the ta lent  to  present  their  ideas  to  h im.  

However ,  th is  type of  co l laborat ion is  not  at  

the top of  Mr.  Genuis ’  des ires  at  th is  moment  

in  t ime.  Mr.  Genuis ’  focus  is  the  c lass ica l 

pieces  such as  those  he presented  at  th i s  

rec ita l .  

M r .  G e n u i s  p e r f o r m e d  f o u r  o r i g i n a l  

contemporary c lass ica l  p ieces .  The f irst  

featured Genuis  and Valer ie ,  the  v io l in ist .  T he 

Lancaster .  Dr.  Roy pushed the idea  further  

and added that  perhaps  some of  the guys  

ins ide  Lancaster  could  i l lustrate  on blank 

pages  within  the z ine  to  create  one -of -a -kind 

books.  What manifested  were  beautifu l  books,  

hand-bound in  Lancaster  pr ison,  f i l led  with 

poetry,  stor ies ,  and art  i l lustrat ions  that 

cont inue to  carry  the stor ies  o f  Words  Uncaged 

to  people ’s  homes.  The books  were  amazing ,  

and despite  a  small  pr int  run,  every s ing le  

book was  purchased.   

I  was  at  the Words  Uncaged booth on 

Saturday and Sunday,  and watched people  p ick 

up the books  and rub each cover ,  f l ip  through 

the pages  ins ide,  share  with  their  f r iends .  I  

shared with  people  that  each book was  one -of-

a -kind and observed their  express ions  o f  

fasc inat ion and appreciat ion.  Watched as  

Tobias ,  Jeff ,  and Dr.  Roy were  asked to s ign  

copies  o f  Disconnec ted/Reconnec ted:  Wri ting  

from Lancaster  Prison .  I  watched Charl ie  

expla in ,  to  a  man who was  skept ica l  about  our  

program, how our  program helped h im while  in  

Lancaster  and how it ’s  help ing  h im now that  

he’s  out .  I  l i s tened as  Tobias  shared stor ies  o f  

PostFict ion’s  work as v is itors  looked through 

prints  o f  h is  St icky Mouse p iece.  I  hugged and 

shook the hands  of  people  thanking  us for the 

work we are  do ing —the work you are  do ing.  

LIT LIT was  a success !  Every copy of  the z ine  

was  so ld .  Our  miss ion was  shared with  people  

who had never  heard of  Words  Uncaged.  After 

Dr.  Roy and Tobias  part ic ipated in  the 

Act iv ism In Words  panel ,  people  were  

interested  in  l earning  more about  what  Words  

Uncaged is  and does .   
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name escapes  memory.  However ,  the  ef fect  i s  

permanent.  The piece  evoked much empathy 

f rom the audience.  It  appeared many l istener s 

were  drawn to  tears ,  because  o f  the empathet ic  

emotional  evocat ions o f  the music .  The 

second,  ent it l ed  “Pro mise”  featured Genuis ,  

this  t ime accompanied by the v io l in ist  Valer ie ,  

and the voca l ist  Apri l .  “Promise”  was  inspired  

by the personal  events  o f  Genuis ’  l i f e  

involving  h is  ch i ldren’s  demise.  Genuis ’  th ird  

composit ion,  ent it led  “Redemption”  or  “The 

Dance of  Two Themes”, h ighl ights  two melodic  

themes  that  intertwine  as  the v io l in ist  and the 

voca l ist  interact ,  with  the keyboard as  the 

fu lcrum. In  th is  composit ion  we hear  

pract ica l ly  operat ic  sounds  f rom Apri l ,  and 

complex vio l in  arpeggios  f rom Valer ie ,  a l l  

accompanied by Genuis  on  piano.  The fourth 

composit ion,  ent it led  “Here I  Am” was  

inspired  by h is  adopted daughter ’s  exhibit ion  

of  empathy for a  l i s tener  moved to  tears  at  a  

previous  performance of  Genuis ’ .  Whi le  the 

performers  walked past  the crying  l i st ener ,  the  

daughter  stopped and c l imbed  upon the lap  o f  

the tearful  l i s tener ,  embraced and cr ied  with  

her  –  express ing  empathy not  shown by the 

adults .  Thus  Genuis  was  moved to  generate  the  

composit ion  “Here I  Am”.   

At the conclus ion of  Er ic  Genuis ’  performance,  

he lef t  us  a  p iece  o f  h is  wisdom to  accompany 

the exposure  o f  h is  c lass ica l  express ions :  

“There are many people in the free wor ld 

that  are  more impr isoned than you 

inmates.  Those persons’  pr isons  are their  

minds (Genuis ,  June 24,  2019).”  

 

Indeed,  upon ref lect ion,  it  is  the 

compassion of  many of  us  today that  helps  

us to overcome the chal lenges  in our  l ives  

and continue to progress  a long the stream 

of  l i f e.  We s incerely appreciate the 

invitat ion of  Mr.  Genuis  to  partake and 

enjoy h is  or ig inal  compos it ions  pr ior  to  

their  release.  We look forward to hear ing 

more  of  his  composit ions  in the future,  

and thank him for  coming to CSP -LAC to 

perform for  us .   

Words  Uncaged At Skyl ight Books  

 
By Jose  Manuel  Cubias  

 

I  hosted a  Words  Uncaged reading  at  Skyl ight  

Books  on Sunday July  14 th  f eatur ing  formerly  

incarcerated authors  Tobias  Tubbs,  George 

Sanchez,  and Johana Diaz.  The authors  read 

f r o m  W o r d s  U n c a g e d ’ s  D i s c o n n e c t e d /

Reconnec ted:  Writ ing  from Lancas ter  Prison  and 

their  own publ icat ions . I  opened up the event  

with  a  quick  h istory  of  Words  Uncaged and 

soon introduced the f irst  reader ,  Johana Diaz.  

 

Johana is  a  poet  who spent  most  of  her  

teenage l i fe  in  and out  o f  the juveni le  ( in)

just ice  system. She was  re leased for the last  

t ime in  December  2017.  She wrote  a  book of  

poetry,  Break  Free (2018) ,  depict ing  her  l i f e  

exper ience before,  dur ing ,  and after  her  

incarcerat ion.  Johana gave a  powerful  reading 

of  a  couple  o f  her  publ ished poems  and  

debuted a  poem she wrote  specif ica l ly  for  the 

event .  I  then awkwardly  took the podium 

again  and sta l led  for  a  few seconds  because  

our  second reader ,  George Sanchez,  was 

running  late .   

 

George,  an  Angeleno f rom the Pico  Unio n 

distr ict ,  i s  the  author  o f  two books  o f  poetry,  
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Aztec  Slave  and Words from the  Deep Core  of  my 

Brown Corazon .  Both publ ished dur ing  his  

incarcerat ion.  George was  incarcerated at  the 

age o f  twelve and served a  juveni le  l i f e  

sentence.  Re leased last  November  at  the age of  

18 ,  George is  current ly  working  on a  new book 

of  poetry,  Bumping Slow Oldies  wi th  Sad  Eyes ,  

and a s ing le  man play.  His  unique story  is  part 

o f  an  upcoming  documentary directed by 

Danny Dwyer.  George’s  poetry  is  a lso  featured 

i n  W o r d s  U n c a g e d ’ s  s e c o n d  j o u r n a l ,  

Disconnec ted:Reconnec ted (2018) .  George has  

been featured in  our previous  newsletters .  He 

read a  new poem.  

 

Tobias  Tubbs  was  next .  After  28  years  in  

pr ison,  Tubbs,  sentenced to  l i f e  in  pr ison 

without  paro le ,  was  re leased October  2018 

when Former  Governor Jerry  Brown commuted 

h is  sentence.  His  work with  Words  Uncaged 

cont inuously  tackles  pr ison prevention,  re -

entry  and trans it ioning  by implementing  

programs and art  ga ller ies  that  engage the 

phi losophy of  narrat ive  therapy.  Tobias  read 

an excerpt  f rom his  p iece  in  Human (2017) .  

Overa l l ,  the  event  was  a  success .  Our  journals  

now l ive  on Skyl ight  Book’s  shelves .   

Express ions  Uncaged:  Spir i tual  Advisors  

Ins ide  the  Execut ion Chamber  
 
By Brian Ortiz  

 

In  the United States ,  the  death  penalty  

remains  a  sp l it  i s sue for  a  country that  

quest ions  the ethics  of  capita l  punishment,  the  

lega l ity  of  the act ,  and whether  it  i s  a  form of  

cruel  and unusual  punishment.  Nonetheless ,  

capita l  punishment  remains  const itut ional ly  

protected and execut ion chambers  can be found 

across  the country.  Through var ious  appeals  

and countless  delays ,  i t  i s  not  unusual  for  

death  row inmates  to  await  over  a  decade 

before  their  execut ion.  In  the case  of  

Domineque Ray,  he  had been imprisoned in  

Alabama for  near ly  20  years  before  he  was  

f ina l ly  executed.  The execut ion of  Ray was  

controvers ia l ,  not  for  the judgement  itse l f  but  

for  the unique c ir cumstances  surrounding  h is  

impending  death.  Days  before  he  was  set  to  be  

executed,  Ray requested a  stay of  his  

execut ion and for  accommodations  to  have h is  

sp ir itua l  advisor ,  o f  h is  choos ing ,  to  be  ins ide  

the execut ion chamber  at  the t ime of  h is  death  

-  the Alabama state  denied  h is  requests  ( Ray v. 

Dunn, 2019) .  Ray f i led  an emergency pet it ion  

c la iming  h is  f reedom of  re l ig ion was  being 

vio lated,  the Circuit  Court  o f  Appeals  agreed in  

favor o f  Ray’s  pet it ion,  but  the Supreme Court  

ult imately  d isagreed,  so le ly  based  on a 

technica l ity  issue The  major ity  argued that  

Ray waited too  late  to  seek re l i ef ;  an  opinion 

that  is  surpr is ing ,  i f  not  d isappoint ing .  Hours  

a fter  the Supreme Co urt  decis ion,  Ray was  

executed.  The decis ion  to  execute  Ray without  

the presence o f  h is  sp ir itua l  advisor  was 

erroneous,  a  decis ion  that  v io lated h is  re l ig ious  

express ion and undoubtably  went  against  the  

pr incip les  o f  the First  Amendment.  The 

Supreme Court  re l ied  o n a  precedent  case  about  

the nature  o f  last -minute appl icat ions ,  but  

mistakenly  appl ied  those  terms on a  case  that  

was  uniquely  d ifferent  in  c ircumstance.  For  a  

Christ ian  nat ion with  strong  Christ ian  values ,  

the  h istory  and tradition  of  equal  treatment  

for  re l ig ious  express ion has  hardly  ever  been 

stra ightforward.  In  Ray’s  case,  he  presented a  

well - founded argument  that  should’ve ruled  in  

his  favor ,  but  instead h is  execut ion showed  

how the complexity  in  mainta ining  a  pr incip le  

o f  neutra l ity ,  when it  comes  to  re l ig ion 

express ion,  remains  obscure  in  the  United 

States .  

 

 The case  o f  Domineque Ray beg ins  in  the state  

o f  Alabama at  Holman Correct ional  Faci l i ty  

where  Ray argued that h is  execut ion should  be  



5 W o r d s u n c a g e d . c o m  

stayed because  the pr i son wouldn’t  a l low him 

to  have h is  Musl im spir itua l  advisor  present  

ins ide  the execut ion chamber  (Liptak,  2019).  

Cur ious ly  enough,  the pr ison would  a l low a  

Christ ian  chapla in  to  be  present ,  even  though 

Ray had no  des ire  to  have h im ins ide  the  

death  chamber.  The contradict ion of  the  

State’s  pos it ion  was  problematic ,  why would  

the pr ison a l low the presence o f  a  Christ ian  

chapla in  but  not  a  Musl im Imam? Ray f i led  a 

lawsuit  c la iming  that h is  First  Amendment  

r i g h t s  h a d  b e e n  v i o l a t e d  u n d e r  t h e 

Establ ishment  Clause .  The Establ ishment  

Clause  under  the Firs t  Amendment  protects  

aga inst  any re l ig ious b ias  on  the state  or  

federa l  level .  It  prohibi ts  the government  f rom 

making  any law establ ish ing  an of f ic ial  

re l ig ion and it  a lso  prohibits  any government  

act ions  that unduly  favors  one re l ig ion over  

another  (Lempert ,  2019) .   

 

Although inmates  have their  r ights  severely  

l imited in  pr ison,  the courts  have ruled  that  

pr isoners  reta in  some First  Amendment  r ights  

regarding  re l ig ious  express ions .  In  Cooper  v.  

Pate ,  the  Supreme Co urt  ru led  that  inmates  

have standing  to  sue in  federa l  court  i f  they 

fee l  their  bas ic  c iv i l  l ibert ies  have been 

vio lated (1963) .  The pet it ioner  in  Cooper ,  

argued that  as a  pract ic ing  Musl im,  the pr ison 

author it ies  were  deny ing  h is  permiss ion to  

obta in  a  Musl im publ icat ion,  whi le  other  

inmates  were  a l lowed to  have their  re l ig ious  

Christ ian  texts  ( Cooper v.  Pate ,  1963) .  The  

courts  ru led  in  favor o f  the pet it ioner  and  

against  the pr ison author it ies  because  they 

were  showing  a  preference for  one re l ig ion over  

another .  S ignif icant ly ,  th is  decis ion  was 

important,  i t  made the case  c lear  that  every 

inmates ’  re l ig ious  express ion,  when it  poses  no  

r isk  to  mainta ining  secur ity  ins ide  the  pr ison,  

must  be  treated equal ly .  In  Cruz  v.  Beto ,  the  

Supreme Court  re inforced the Const itut ional  

r ights  of  pr isoners  when they ruled  in  favor  of  

another  inmate’s  c la im (1972) .  The pet it ioner  

c l a i m e d  t h a t  p r i s o n  o f f i c i a l s  h a d 

discr iminately  punished h im when he began 

shar ing  h is  re l ig ious  bel ief s  to  fe l low inmates .  

In  an 8 -1  decis ion,  the courts  sa id  that  

inmates  would  be g iven the r ight  to  "a 

reasonable  opportunity  to  pursue their  fa ith  

comparable  to  the opportunit ies  a fforded 

fe l low pr isoners  who adhere  to  conventional  

re l ig ious  precepts”  ( Cruz v.  Beto ,  1972) .  

On January 23 ,  2019,  Ray was  f irst  made 

aware of  the pr ison’s  po l icy  regarding 

e x e c u t i o n  p ro c e e d i ng s  ( A l i ,  2 0 1 9 ) .  He  

requested the presence o f  h is  Imam and the 

exclus ion of  the Christ ian  chapla in  to  be  

ins ide  the  execut ion chamber,  both  requests  

were  denied .  On that  same day,  he  r equested a  

copy of  the pr ison’s  po l icy  that  d ictated the  

arrangements ,  th is  request  was  a lso  denied.  

The t iming  of  these  events  i s  important .  The  

state  argued that  Ray should’ve known about  

the execut ion proceedings  because  he was  on 

death  row for  a  long  per iod of  t ime,  yet  they 

provided no  evidence in  court  to  support  that  

Ray had pr ior  knowledge before  he  made these  

requests  in  January ( Ray v.  Dunn,  2019) .  Was 

Ray supposed to  have pr ior  knowledge based  

on assumptions?  What assumption or  common 

knowledge would  have led  Ray to  quest ion a  

po l icy  that  he had no  pr ior  knowledge of?  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  w a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  

Alabama’s  po l icy  l i sts  the people  who may be 

present  at  an  execut io n,  and it  includes  “the 

spir itua l  advisor  o f  the condemned.”  T he 

pol icy  does  not  specify  which  specif ic  re l ig ious  

advisor  o f  the inmate is  a l lowed,  nor does  it  

c lear ly  state  whether  that  person would  be 

a l lowed ins ide  the execut ion chamber  or  in  the 

v iewing  room. What  is  interest ing  is  that 

Alabama’s  po l icy  arrangements  do  mandate  

that  a  Christ ian  chapla in  be ins ide  the death 

chamber.  The State’s  chapla in  had witnessed 

every execut ion at  the pr ison and would  e ither  

kneel  before  the inmate to  say some last  

prayers  or  would  stand against  the wal l  i f  the  

inmate d id  not  want  to  hear  any last  prayers .  

The chapla in  had received the proper  tra in ing 

about the protoco ls  o f  execut ion arrangements  

and due to  h is  exper ience,  was  deemed 

proper ly  qual i f ied  to  be  ins ide  the execut ion 

chamber.  But  the ambiguous  language of  

Alabama’s  po l icy  is  a  subt le ,  yet  apparent  

re l ig ious  denominat ion preference o f  one  

re l ig ion over  another .  There  was  no  indicat ion 

by the State  that  it  had proper ly  tra ined other  

sp ir itua l  advisors  to  be  ins ide  the chambers ,  

nor  that  they had any interest  to  do  so .  As  the  

appel late  courts  stated,  “It  looks  substant ia l ly  

l ikely  to  us  that  Alabama has  run afoul  of  the 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t  C l a u s e  o f  t h e  F i r s t  

Amendment”  (Ray v.  Dunn, 2019) .  

 

The Circuit  Court  o f  Appeals  added that  “The 

cla im presented by Domineque Ray touches  at  

the heart  of  the Establishment  Clause.  Indeed ,  

we can th ink of  no  pr incip le  more e lemental  to  

the Establ ishment  Cla use  than that  the states  

and the federa l  government  shal l  not  favor  one 

re l ig ious  denominat ion over  another”  ( Ray v.  

Dunn, 2019) .  One of  the reasons  the state  

argued against  Ray’s  request  i s  they sa id  i t  

would pose  as  r isk dur ing  the execut ion 

proceedings ,  a  r isk  because  the Imam would  

not  have the proper  tra in ing  about  execut ion 
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arrangements .  At  the very  least ,  there  doesn’t  

seem to  be much  tra in ing  required  to  

respectful ly  ask  a  sp ir itua l  advisor  to  stand 

against  the wal l  ins ide  the execut ion chamber  

at  the t ime of  death.  Granted,  the state  needs  

to  uphold  a  s ignif icant  interest  in  mainta ining  

secur ity  at  a  t ime of  such del icate  procedures ,  

but  it  shouldn’t  be  d if f icult  or  t ime -consuming 

to  tra in  a  sp ir itua l  advisor  on  these  

proceedings ;  i f  they can tra in  a Christ ian  

chapla in  and a l low them ins ide  the chambers ,  

they should  be able  to  tra in  any re l ig ious  

advisors  without  d iscret ion.    

 

H o we v er ,  th e  Su pre m e  C o u r t  ma j o r i ty  

ult imately  looked at  Ray’s  case  through a  

conservat ive lens ,  they viewed his  emergency  

pet it ion  as  a  type of  last -minute hurrah to  

further  delay h is  own execut ion,  but  th i s  

doesn’t  appear  to  be  the case  at  a l l .  In  it s  

decis ion  to  vacate  the stay of  execut ion,  the 

Supreme Court  c ited  as  i ts  precedent  the case  

o f  Gomez  v.  Us.  Dis tric t  Court  for  Northern Dis t .  

Of  Cal ,  which  held  that  "A court  may cons ider  

the last -minute nature  o f  an  appl icat ion to  

stay execut ion in  decid ing  whether  to  grant  

equitable  re l ief"  (1992) .  The key word here  i s  

"may,"  the precedent  case  doesn’t  state  

specif ica l ly  that  courts  must  consider  the last -

minute nature  o f  an  appl icat ion.  In  Gomez,  the 

courts  had apparent ly become f rustrated with  

repeated appl icat ions  to  postpone the inmate’s  

execut ion due to  the method of  the execut ion 

(cyanide gas) ,  but  unlike  Ray,  the inmate in  

Gomez was aware o f  the c ircumstances  

surrounding  h is  execution wel l  over  a  decade  

before  h is  scheduled date  ( Gomez  v.  Uni ted  

Sta tes  Dis t.  Court  for  Northern Dis t.  Of  Cal . ,  

1992) .  Consider ing  the unique c ircumstances  o f  

Ray’s  case,  there  isn ’t  any indicat ion that  Ray 

wanted to  stay h is  execut ion because  he d idn ’t  

want to  accept  h is  judgement  -  Ray was  

p leading  for  h is  F irst  Amendment  r ight  to  f ree  

exercise  o f  re l ig ion.   

 
Continued in October  Newsletter  

Brooklyn Prison Without Power   

By Carol ina  Chavez  

During  the last  week o f  January and the f irst  

o f  February,  men at  the Metropol itan Deten-

t ion Center  in  Brooklyn endured a  po lar  vortex  

without  any heat ing .  Relat ives  o f  those  inca r-

cerated ins ide  the detent ion center  protested  

outs ide  the faci l i ty .  Videos  show crowds gath-

er ing  outs ide  the faci l i ty  as  those  ins ide  the  

detent ion center  banged on wal ls .  For  days,  

re lat ives  were  not  a l lowed to  see  their  loved 

ones  ins ide  the faci l i ty .  As  temperatures  in  the 

faci l i ty  fe l l ,  the  incarcerated were  denied  ac-

cess  to  heat ,  hot  meals ,  and hot  water  for 

showering,  as  wel l  as  any l ight  ins ide  their  

ce l ls .   

The Washington Post  wrote  th is  in  an art ic le  

about  the event :  “ Those with  connect ions  to 

inmates  descr ibed deter iorat ing  condit ions  in-

s ide  the ja i l ,”  with  inmates  “stuck ins ide  dark,  

f reezing  cel ls ,  gett ing  s ick  and f rant ic .”  When 

the Federa l  Bureau of  Pr ison was  quest ioned 

on th is  regard,  they denied  that  condit ions  had 

esca lated to  such an extent .   

h t t p s : / / w w w . w a s h i n g t o n p o s t . c o m / n a t i o n / 2 0 1 9 / 0 2 / 0 3 /

p r o t e s t e r s - s w a r m - d a r k - f r e e z i n g - b r o o k l y n - j a  i l - t h a t -

e n d u r e d - p o l a r - v o r t e x - w i t h - n o - h e a t / ?

utm_term=.ac3d5e8c4721  

GEORGINA’S LEGISLATIVE COLUMN  
 

Senate  Bi l l  10 -  Cash  Bai l  

 

Senate  Bi l l  10  was  targeted at  the ba i l  bonds  

industry  for  adding  percentages  and fees  that  

made it  near ly  imposs ib le  for  people  to  pay for 

their  re lease  pend ing  tr ia l .  Or ig ina l ly ,  the f irs t  

draft  o f  Senate  Bi l l  10  took away the ba i l  

bonds  company and replaced it  with  making 

bai l  to  the State  o f  Cal i fornia .  That  c lause  has 

s ince  been replaced with  a  no  bai l  s tance -  

per iod.  

Effect ive  October  1 ,  2019,  Cal i fornia wil l  

become the  f irst  state  in  the  country to  

completely  get  r id  o f  cash  bai l  for  the accused 

who are  current ly  s itt ing  in  ja i l  and await ing  

tr ia l .  Senate  Bi l l  10  a l lows for  those  accused of  

misdemeanors  to  go  through a  pre -tr ia l  r isk  

assessment  agency,  and to  be  f ree  pending 

tr ia l .  On the other  hand,  those  accused of  

v io lent  fe lonies  wi l l  not  be  a l lowed to  make 

bai l  and wil l  remain  in  custody pending  tr ia l .  

 

This  i s  impactful  because  when the accused get  

taken into  custody,  their  l ives  can change in  a  

var iety  of  d i f ferent  ways.  Those  that  are  

parents ,  lose  their  abi l i ty  to  parent  their  

ch i ldren or  lose  their  job  because  they are  

incarcerated.  Senate  Bi l l  10  could  potent ia l ly  

make a  d if ference  in  the l ives  o f  those  that  

come into  the cr iminal  just ice  system by 

a l lowing  them freedom to  cont inue on with 

their  l ives ,  whi le  f ight ing  their  cases -  

something  they would  not  have been able  to  do 

f rom ins ide  a  county jai l .  

https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/02/03/protesters-swarm-dark-freezing-brooklyn-ja
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/02/03/protesters-swarm-dark-freezing-brooklyn-ja
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P o e t r y  

U n c a g e d  

W o r d s u n c a g e d . c o m  

Make sure  to  check out  w w w . w o r d s u n c a g e d . c o m / n e w - s u b m i s s i o n s . h t m l  for  more work f rom Robert  

Mosley,  Dortel l  Wil l iams,  and many others .  These  men are  current ly  in  Lancaster  State  Pr ison.  We are  

grateful  for  their  contr ibut ion.  

(Excerpts  f rom the  LIT LIT Words Uncaged Zine)  

On The Pier   

By Robert  Mosley  

We al l  s tand,  naked and supported,  on  the p ier  o f  th is  rea l ity ,  above the dark waters  of  l i f e .   

The p ier  i s  burning  up.   

Some of  us  can swim, some cannot.   

Some of  those,  able ,  may try  to  te l l  those  that  cannot,  how to  swim. They may of fer  to  help   

others  to  f loat  and survive when they jump into  the water .   

Some are  trying  to  f igure  how to  take the p ier  apart  and use  it  to  f loat  in  the waters .   

The p ier  i s  st i l l  burning,  d iminishing  with  each moment.   

Soon,  we a l l  wi l l  have to  abandon this  p ier  o f  rea l ity  and proceed in  the waters  o f  l i f e .   

S ink,  swim, or  burn and die ,  the  choice  wi l l  be  forced,  with  maybe no  second chances .   

What  wi l l  be  your  choice?   

 

painf ul   

By Dorte l l  Wil l iams  

painful  to  the  

Inter ior  senses ,  a   

f ee l ing  of  se l f   

enclosure  ins ide   

many ragged  

fences…  
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Editors and Contributors:  Lizet te  Tor ib io  i s  

current ly  earning  her  master ’s  degree  at  

CSULA. She has  been involved with  Words  

Uncaged for  the past three  years .  Caro l ine 

Chavez i s  an  undergrad student  ear ing  her  

degree  at  CSULA. Chavez’  father ,  Milton 

Chavez,  i s  current ly  serving  a  sentence  at  the  

F e d e r a l  C o r r e c t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

Victorvi l le .  Jose  Manuel  Cubias  i s  a  graduate 

student  at  CSULA and secret  poet .  Jermichael  

Cooley ,  Robert  Mosley and  Dorte l l  Wil l iams ,  

thanks  for  the contribut ions  th is  months.  

Georg ina  i s  a  nat ive o f  Cal i fornia ,  She 

a t t e n d e d  B r e n t w o o d  S c i e n c e  M a g n e t 

Elementary,  Paul  Revere  Middle  School ,  

Pal isades  Charter  High School ,  Los  Angeles  

Pierce  Col lege,  Los  Angeles  Miss ion Col lege,  

and is  current ly  f in ish ing  up her  Bachelor ’s  

degree  in  Cr iminal  Just ice  at  Cal i fornia  State  

Univers ity ,  Los  Angeles .  Brian Ort iz  i s  a  fu l l -

t ime  undergraduate  student  at  Cal  State  LA 

( last  semester) ,  pursuing  an Engl ish  degree,  

and a lso  a  fu l l - t ime employee as  a  para legal  

at  Hildebrand,  McLeod & Nelson LLP that 

r e p r e s e n t s  i n j u r e d  p l a i n t i f f s  i n  c i v i l  

l i t igat ion.   

Specia l  Thanks to  Bidhan Roy and  Ray 

Adornet to  and  our  board  members .  

Make sure  to  check out  the radio  show Think 

Outs ide the Cage.  Words  Uncaged hosts  the 

radio  show on the 2nd Saturday of  the month.  

Also  l i sten  to  Sentences  Podcast  for  content  

re lated to  Words  Uncaged.  Find it  on  iTunes  

or  SoundCloud.   

Don’t  forget  to  fo l low us  on Instagram for  

update on upcoming  events  @wordsuncaged  
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